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JAMES PRICE POINT — AGREEMENT WITH TRADITIONAL OWNERS 

Statement by Premier 
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [12.05 pm]: I take this opportunity to table three documents 
detailing the agreement entered into on 30 June 2011 between the traditional owners of land at James Price 
Point, the state government and Woodside Energy Limited. The agreement was made possible by the 
Goolarabooloo Jabirr Jabirr native title claim group’s decision to relinquish its native title interests in the land 
and waters required for the development of a natural gas processing and export precinct, in exchange for 
substantial benefits. This is an important act of self-determination that will generate real economic opportunities 
and real jobs for Indigenous people over the years to come. 

Those real jobs are already materialising, with around 40 traditional owner monitors employed by the Kimberley 
Land Council to ensure all site studies at James Price Point are carried out in accordance with the directions of 
traditional owners and respect culture and the environment. Other Indigenous people are working for Woodside 
or undergoing sponsored traineeships to prepare them for jobs in the future. Woodside has committed to 
providing 300 Indigenous jobs during the construction phase of the project. 

The benefits package spelt out in the agreement is worth around $1.5 billion over the 30-year life of the proposed 
project and will be expanded should additional proponents take up land in the precinct. Importantly, this 
agreement will provide benefits for the Indigenous people of the Dampier Peninsula and the wider Kimberley 
community. The benefits include funding for housing, employment, education and training and support for 
promoting and protecting Aboriginal culture, heritage and the environment. 

The agreement also includes a commitment to a single liquefied natural gas processing site on the Kimberley 
coastline and restrictions on using the precinct for activities not directly associated with the processing of LNG. 
In that sense, I stress this is not a general industrial site. I intend to present that aspect of the agreement to the 
Parliament over coming months to enshrine that commitment. 

I encourage all those interested in the future of this state, the future of Indigenous people in the Kimberley and 
the protection of the environment to look at the framework this agreement provides. It is truly unique in 
responding to the concerns expressed by Indigenous people about the issues that need to be addressed to provide 
a future for them, their children and grandchildren while protecting the environment and enabling economic 
development to occur. Nothing puts the need for action more starkly into context than weekend media reports 
about the failure of so many welfare-driven programs or the totally unacceptable levels of suicide in many of our 
remote communities. It is time to do things differently. This agreement is designed to do just that. 

Reaching the decision to support the precinct was an incredibly difficult and emotional journey for those 
Indigenous people involved. Not everyone has agreed and there has been division and recrimination. There has 
also been an enormous amount of misinformation, which has added to the stress and anxiety of those who were 
tasked by law bosses along the Kimberley coast to negotiate the deal. I have been appalled by the personal nature 
of some of those attacks on individuals. I take this opportunity to express my admiration for those leaders in the 
Indigenous community who have the courage and foresight to stand up and say that things need to change.  

[See papers 3738 to 3740.] 
 


